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Subject: Relational Contract and Contracts for the Performance of a Recurring Obligation: A Framework for Comparative Analysis
Author & unit: WANG Wenjun( Law School Dalian Maritime University Dalian Liaoning 116026 China)

Abstract: Relational contract theory provides an alternative way to analyze the phenomenon of contract from an outside perspective
of social relations. According to relational contract theory all the contractual behaviors exist in the discrete — relational transac—
tion spectrum all contracts are rooted in relations and there is no purely discrete contract. Contracts for the performance of a re—
curring obligation the types of which currently have a tendency to expand owing to social and economic development are distin—
guished from temporary contracts due to the difference of the performance of obligations in nature. Relational contract theory is
different from the theory of contracts for the performance of a recurring obligation for the latter as a theory concerning the con—
tract classification within the traditional legal framework requiring the application of specific rules by emphasizing the special na—
ture of obligation performance and importance of time factor while the former is a theory concerning the exploration of the essence
of contracts. The aforesaid theories despite arising from different background both originated from communitarianism. The in—
ternal norms of relational contracts partly coincide with certain specific rules of contracts for the performance of a recurring obliga—
tion on the application of law. In addition relational contracts as one end of the spectrum from discrete to relational also have
certain types of contracts in common with contracts for the performance of a recurring obligation.
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