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Abstract This paper summarizes the main legislation of European Union in the field of E-
commerce, particularly regarding electronic contracts electronic signatures consumer protection
intellectual property rights, payments and applicable/ jurisdiction. While descibing the Eu’ s E-
commerce law structure as a multtcategonies system coposed of community laws member states
laws particular law s and general laws. Furthermore, the author remarks that the main objective
of EU legislators is to build up the EU E-commerce internal market.
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Journal L178 17/ 07/2000.
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(6] Amended proposal for Directive on copyright and related rights in the information society, presented
by European Commission on 21 May 1999 http: //europa. eu. in¥ comnV internal market en intprop/
copy2. html

(7] Report on the communication from the Commission to the Council the European Parliament, the E-
conomic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions on a European Initiative in Electronic Com-
merce (COM (97) 0157-C40297/97.

(8] On the occasion of the last Telecommuncations Council of the year 1999 the Telecommunication
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Ministers held an interestion debate on” the Information Society of the future: responding to the challenges of
global electronic commerce”. The Council aso supported the initiative of the Commission to prepare a recom-
mendation on the guidelines for self-regulation to be discussed at the Ministerial Conference under the Por-

tuguese Presidency.
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